Supplemental Table 1: Current definitions of taller-than-wide (or non-parallel) shape according to original studies and five international sonographic risk-stratification systems.
	Paper
	Definition
	Method
	Plane

	AACE/ACE/AME[1]
	anteroposterior >transverse diameter when imaged in the transverse plane
	Measurement
	Transverse

	ATA[2]
	a shape taller than wide measured on a transverse view
	Measurement
	Transverse

	ACR TIRADS Reporting Lexicon[3]
	a ratio >1 in the anteroposterior diameter to the horizontal diameter when measured in the transverse plane
	Measurement (?)
	Transverse

	ACR TIRADS White Paper[4]
	height (“tallness”) greater than width of a nodule measured parallel and perpendicular to the ultrasound beam, respectively.
	usually evident on visual inspection and rarely requires formal measurements
	Axial (transverse) plane

	EU-TIRADS[5]
	the ratio of the anteroposterior-to-transverse diameter of a nodule is >1
	Measurement
	N/A

	K-TIRADS[6]
	Anteroposterior diameter longer than transverse diameter on transverse image
	Measurement
	Transverse

	Original papers

	Cappelli, 2006[7]
	anteroposterior/transverse diameter ratio ≥1
	NS
	NS

	Chung et al, 2012[8]
	greater in anteroposterior than transverse dimension
	NS
	NS

	Goldfarb, 2011[9]
	taller greater than wider
	NS
	transverse

	Hong, 2010[10]
	greater in anteroposterior than transverse dimension
	NS
	transverse

	Kim et al, 2002[11]
	greater in anteroposterior than transverse dimension
	NS
	NS

	Kim et al, 2008[12]
	greater in anteroposterior than transverse dimension
	NS
	NS

	Kwak et al, 2009[13]
	greater in anteroposterior than transverse dimension
	NS
	NS

	Kwak et al, 2011[14]
	greater in anteroposterior than transverse dimension
	NS
	NS

	Lee et al, 2011[15]
	greater in anteroposterior than transverse dimension
	NS
	NS

	Mendez et al, 2008[16] 
	height greater than width on transverse view
	NS
	transverse

	Moon et al, 2008[17]
	anteroposterior diameter longer than transverse diameter
	NS
	transverse or longitudinal plane

	Moon et al, 2010[18]
	greater in anteroposterior than transverse dimension
	NS
	NS

	Moon et al, 2011[19]
	anteroposterior/transverse diameter ratio ≥1
	Measurement
	any plane (3 alternative criteria)

	Moon et al, 2012[20]
	anteroposterior/transverse diameter ratio ≥1
	Measurement
	NS

	Nixon et al, 2013[21]
	NS
	NS
	NS

	Ozel et al, 2012[22] 
	greater in anteroposterior than transverse dimension
	Measurement
	transverse

	Phuttharak et al, 2009 [23]
	anteroposterior diameter longer than transverse diameter 
	Measurement
	transverse or longitudinal plane

	Sharma et al, 2011[24] 
	NS
	NS
	NS

	Yoon et al, 2010[25]
	greater in anteroposterior than transverse dimension
	NS
	NS


Abbreviations:  AACE/ACE/AME: American Association of Clinical Endocrinologists/American College of Endocrinology/Associazione Medici Endocrinologi; ACR: American College of Radiology; ATA: American Thyroid Association; EU-TIRADS: European Thyroid Imaging Reporting and Data Systems; K-TIRADS: Korean Thyroid Imaging Reporting and Data Systems; NS: not specified.
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