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[bookmark: _GoBack]Supplementary Table 2. Sensitivity analysis on mean annual hospital costs in patients who chose either conservative care or dialysis, measured from original treatment decision until death or end of study. Analysis was based on categorization of both patient groups according to the most recent documented treatment plan at the end of study or at the time of death. 

	
	Choice for conservative care 
(n = 107)

Crude rate
	Choice for dialysis 
(n = 155)

Crude rate
	



Cost ratio (95% CI)a
	



P valuea

	Costs per person year
	€   4 945
	€ 29 674
	0.31 (0.20 to 0.47)
	< 0.001

	Dialysis sessions
	€          0
	€ 18 688b
	-
	-

	Inpatient care
	€   2 956
	€   5 735
	0.38 (0.18 to 0.81)
	0.01

	Laboratory tests
	€      557
	€   1 897
	0.44 (0.30 to 0.65)
	< 0.001

	Outpatient care
	€      680
	€   1 374
	0.69 (0.54 to 0.90)
	0.005

	Medical interventionsc    
	€      393
	€      930
	0.55 (0.25 to 1.21)
	0.14

	Medical imagingd   
	€      260
	€      875
	0.38 (0.22 to 0.65)
	< 0.001

	Functional tests
	€        99
	€      174
	0.77 (0.38 to 1.55)
	0.47


a negative binomial regression with adjustment for age, sex, Davies comorbidity score, estimated glomerular filtration rate, and primary kidney disease
b costs on dialysis sessions measured from original treatment decision, comprising both the predialysis and dialysis period, and as incurred by the overall group of patients who chose dialysis, including patients preparing for dialysis (n = 68) and patients started with dialysis (n = 87, including 67 on hemodialysis and 20 on peritoneal dialysis)
c including surgical operations and other invasive interventions
d including imaging by radiology and nuclear medicine
