Supplementary table 2 – PFO-related data extracted from included studies.
	Study
	CVA patients with PFO 
(Group 1)
	non-CVA patients with PFO (controls)
(Group 2)

	[bookmark: _Hlk19372722]
	PFO length
(mean ± SD, mm)
	PFO height at rest 
(mean ± SD, mm)
	PFO height during Valsalva 
(mean ± SD, mm)
	Septal excursion distance
(mean ± SD, mm)
	Number of pts with PFO and ASA
	Shunt severity
(number of pts)
	Number of pts with PFO and EusV or ChN
	PFO length 
(mean ± SD, mm)
	PFO height at rest 
(mean ± SD, mm)
	PFO height during Valsalva 
(mean ± SD, mm)
	Septal excursion distance
(mean ± SD, mm)
	Number of pts with PFO and ASA
	Shunt severity
(number of pts)
	Number of pts with PFO and EusV or ChN

	Schuchlenz et al. (19)
	n/r
	n/r
	3.82 ± 1.64
	7.29 ± 6.07
	n/r
	n/r
	n/r
	n/r
	n/r
	2.0 ± 1.0
	2.0 ± 4.0
	n/r
	n/r
	n/r

	Cerrato et al. (20)
	n/r
	n/r
	n/r
	n/r
	13
	small: 30
large: 25 †
	n/r
	n/r
	n/r
	n/r
	n/r
	0
	small: 10
large: 3 †
	n/r

	Natanzon et al. (21)
	7.5 ± 3.4
	n/r
	2.5 ± 2.0
	n/r
	10
	small: 9
large: 27 †
	n/r
	9.9 ± 6.0
	n/r
	1.9 ± 1.6
	n/r
	9
	small: 24
large: 18 †
	n/r

	Mesa et al. (22)
	n/r
	1.36 ± 1.5
	n/r
	4.7 ± 3.8
	3
	small: 3
large: 20 †
	n/r
	n/r
	0.86 ± 1.03
	n/r
	2.83 ± 1.6
	0
	small: 5
large: 2 †
	n/r

	Fazlinezhad et al. (23)
	n/r
	n/r
	n/r
	n/r
	n/r
	small: 9
large: 16 ‡
	n/r
	n/r
	n/r
	n/r
	n/r
	n/r
	small: 5
large: 9 ‡
	n/r

	Goel et al. (24)
	14.0 ± 6.0
	3.9 ± 1.6
	n/r
	n/r
	26
	small: 30
moderate: 12
large: 9 § 
	13
	12.0 ± 6.0
	2.9 ± 1.4
	n/r
	n/r
	12
	small: 35
moderate: 12
large: 3 §
	10

	Komar et al. (25)
	14.0 ± 6.0
	1.5 ± 1.4
	3.9 ± 1.4
	n/r
	48
	small: 26
moderate: 27
large: 35 ‖
	24
	12.0 ± 5.5
	1.4 ± 1.9
	1.3 ± 1.3
	n/r
	13
	small: 43
moderate: 43
large: 2 ‖
	20

	Bayar et al. (26)
	9.5 ± 2.1
	3.0 ± 1.3 *
	n/r
	7.0 ± 3.3 *
	24
	n/r
	n/r
	10.1 ± 3.1
	2.0 ± 0.1 *
	n/r
	4.0 ± 0.75 *
	11
	n/r
	n/r

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Nakayama et al. (27)
	9.1 ± 4.3
	2.4 ± 1.6
	n/r
	n/r
	23
	small: 19
large: 38 †

	24
	8.3 ± 4.2
	1.6 ± 0.9
	n/r
	n/r
	6
	small: 31
large: 19 †

	7


PFO – patent foramen ovale; CVA – cerebrovascular accident; ASA – atrial septal aneurysm; EusV – Eustachian valve; ChN – Chiari’s network; pts – patients; n/r – not reported
* - calculated from median with corresponding interquartile range
† - large: > or ≥ 20 microbubbles
‡ - large: ≥10 microbubbles
§ - small: 3-9 microbubbles; moderate: 10-30 microbubbles; large: >30 microbubbles 
‖ - small: 3-5 microbubbles; moderate: 6-25 microbubbles; large >25 microbubbles

