Online data supplement: 

e-Table 2: Characteristics of the patients in the relapsing group (n=23) and the non-relapsing group (n=21). 
No significant difference between the two groups on the factors of relapse identified in the literature, notably PaO2.  
* p value < 0.05
	
	Relapsing group = 23

median [min-max] 

or number 
	Non-relapsing group = 21

median [min-max] 

or number 
	p

	Pyrosis
	14 
	6 
	0.03*

	Diagnostic delay > 4 months
	7 
	3 
	0.28

	Time until first recovery (months)
	1.75 [0,5-3]
	1 [0.25-6]
	0.7

	Duration of corticosteroid therapy (months)
	4 [2-6]
	4 [2-5]
	0.9

	Higher level of liver enzymes
	1 
	3 
	0.33

	Number of patients who had arterial blood gas
	13
	14
	0.9

	PaO2 (mmhg)
	65 [43-112]
	56 [42-80]
	0.7

	Severe hypoxemia (PaO2 < 55 mmHg)
	4 
	7 
	0.22

	Multifocal opacity on CT 
	23 
	18 
	0.1

	Number of patients who had had lung biopsy
	8
	8
	0.8

	Collagen fibrosis on histology
	1
	3
	0.56
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