Supplementary figure legends:
Fig. S1

The comparison of intracellular survival of S. aureus strains lacking α-toxin and corresponding WT strains (A) Newman, (B) USA300 and (C) SH1000. Macrophages were allowed to engulf strains of S. aureus for 2 h at a MOI of 50, and the intracellular survival of bacteria 2, 6 and 24 h post-phagocytosis was monitored by enumeration of CFU from cell lysates. The data shown is representative of at least three separate experiments, performed in triplicate, using hMDMs derived from different donors. Bars represent mean CFU value ±SD; NS, not significant; *, p<0.05; **, p<0.01.

Fig. S2

Haemolytic activity in growth media from different S. aureus strains collected at the indicated time intervals was measured using rabbit blood. Heat-treated (85°C) growth medium from the wild-type S. aureus Newman strain (WT HI) was used as a control for haemolysin inactivation.

Fig. S3

hMDM viability stimulated with α-toxin (3-50 ng/ml) was estimated by LDH release into the medium upon plasma membrane permeabilisation. Shown is the level of LDH activity in conditioned medium after 4 h stimulation. LDH activity in the whole cell culture, from cells lysed with detergent (2% Triton X-100), constitutes the high control. Data represent mean values calculated from three independent experiments using hMDMs derived from different donors. *, p<0.05.
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