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Supplementary Table 1 - Sequences of primers used in this study.
	Gene
	Direction  (5′-3′)
	Sequence
	Annealing temperature used (°C)
	Amplified product length

	Primers for verification of JE

	JE
OUTER (NS3)
	Forward
Reverse
	CTGTTCGGTGACACAGTCT
GCCTATACGGCAATGGAGTT
	55
	382

	JE INNER (NS3)
	Forward
Reverse
	CTTGGCGATGGCTCATAC
TGTTCTTAGGCGCTGCGT
	55
	192

	Primers for verification of BCG

	BCGOUTER
IS6110
	Forward
Reverse
	CTCAAGGAGCACATCAGC
TCATAGGAGCTTCCGACC
	60
	548

	BCG
INNER
IS6110
	Forward
Reverse
	CTACGGTGTTTACGGTGCCC
TAGGCGTCGGTGACAAAGGC
	60
	285

	Primers for assessing cytokine expression

	GAPDH
	Forward
Reverse
	GGAGAAGCTGCCAATGGATA
GTGGTCTTCACGTTCGCATT
	54.0
	218

	TNF-α
	Forward
Reverse
	TTGACCTCAGCGCTGAGTTG
CCTGTAGCCCACGTCGTAGC
	50.0
	374

	IL-6
	Forward
Reverse
	GTACTCCAGAAGACCAGAGG
TGCTGGTGACAACCACGGCC
	55.0
	308

	iNOS
	Forward
Reverse
	CCCTTCCGAAGTTTCTGGCAG 
GGCTGTCAGAGCCTCGTGGCT 
	56
	497


Confirmation of JEV 
Viral RNA was extracted from brain homogenates of infected mice and verified by nested PCR with primers (Eurofins Genomics India Pvt. Ltd.) specific to the non-structural (NS3) protein in JEV. Nested PCR was conducted using a 2 step RT-PCR reaction. The first step of the nested RT PCR was conducted using one step RT PCR Kit (Qiagen) and the second step using a regular PCR kit (Fermentas). Reverse transcription was performed at 50°C for 30 mins followed by a PCR amplification which constituted of a hot start at 94°C for 5 mins followed by 45 cycles initial denaturation of 92°C of 1 min; annealing (55°C for 1 min) and extension (72°C for 1 min). This was followed by a final elongation at 72°C for 10 mins. The amplified products were electrophoresed on 1.5% agarose gel stained with SYBR® Safe (Life Technologies, USA) and the bands were visualized using Molecular Imager® ChemiDoc™ XRS+ System with Image Lab™ software, (BioRad Laboratories Inc.).

Verification of BCG
BCG was confirmed by nested PCR using the primers described in (See Supp. Table 1). PCRs were conducted using the TAKARA Emerald PCR kit and conditions were: Initial denaturation at 94°C for 5 min, denaturation at 94°C for 20 sec, annealing at 60°C for 20 sec and extension at 72°C for 30 for 45 cycles with a final elongation step of 72°C for 10 min. BCG was verified by sequencing of PCR products. Sequences were verified using basic local alignment search tool (BLAST) on NCBI.

Estimation of cytokine expression
Primers were used at a concentration of 0.8 µM for each target gene as well as the housekeeping gene (See Supp. Table 1).  Real-time PCR consisted of an initial RT step at 42°C/5 min; hot start at 94°C/10 s followed by 40 cycles of denaturation at 94°C/30–60 s, annealing for 30–45 s and extension at 72°C/60 s. The melt curve analysis initiated at 95°C/60 s was followed by an increase in temperature from 60 to 95°C at 0.2°C. Amplification, data acquisition and analysis were carried out using the ABI Step OneTM instrument (Applied Biosystems, Foster City, Calif., USA).
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