Supplementary Table 

Available guidelines from leading international organisations concerning cord clamping, divided by origin; resuscitation, cord clamping, management of the third stage and miscellaneous.
	Resuscitation guideline
	year
	Term infant
	Preterm infant

	NVK – the Netherlands. Guidelines for resuscitation (1)
	2008
	No recommendation


	If the preterm infant is in good condition wait 30-45 seconds before cord clamping

	Resuscitation council UK-  NLS guidelines(2)
	2010
	For uncompromised babies, a delay in cord clamping of at least one minute from the complete delivery of the infant

	ERC Guidelines for Resuscitation(3)
	2010
	Delay in umbilical cord clamping for at least 1min is recommended for new-born infants not requiring resuscitation.
	A similar delay should be applied to premature babies being stabilized.

	American academy of pediatrics: Neonatal Resuscitation: ILCOR and Emergency Cardiovascular Care
 ADDIN REFMGR.CITE 
(4;5)

	2010
	Delay in umbilical cord clamping for at least 1 minute is recommended for newborn infants not requiring resuscitation.

	Cord clamping guidelines
	
	
	

	RCOG, UK, Clamping umbilical cord and placental transfusion(6)

	2009
	No recommendation, trials are needed
	No recommendation, trials are needed

	ACOG Committee opinion(7) Timing of umbilical cord clamping after birth.
	2012
	Insufficient evidence exists to support or to refute the benefits from delayed umbilical cord clamping for term infants that are born in settings with rich resources.
	Delaying cord clamping by 30-60 seconds after birth with the infant at a level below the placenta.

	WHO  (8)
Effect of timing of umbilical cord clamping of term infants on maternal and neonatal outcomes
	2012
	Late cord clamping (performed after 1 to 3 minutes after birth) is recommended for all births while initiating simultaneous essential new-born care. Early cord clamping (<1 minute after birth) is not recommended unless the neonate is asphyxiated and needs to be moved immediately for resuscitation.
	No recommendation

	Guidelines management third stage
	
	
	

	NHS – NICE(9)
Intrapartum care – Care of healthy women and their babies during childbirth
	2007
	Women should be informed that active management of the third stage reduces the risk of maternal haemorrhage and shortens the third stage.

Women at low risk of postpartum haemorrhage who request physiological management of the third stage should be supported in their choice
During active management of the 3rd stage of labour early cord clamping. With physiological management of 3rd stage of labour no clamping until pulsation has ceased.
	Preterm birth is not covered

	RCOG, UK (6)
Guideline prevention of postpartum haemorrhage
	2011
	Cord should not be clamped earlier than necessary, based on a clinical assessment of the situation.

The timing of cord clamping needs to be made by the doctor or other attendant in the light of the clinical situation
	Delaying cord clamping more than 30 seconds may benefit the preterm infant in terms of larger placental transfusion. Early cord clamping when infant or mother are at risk.  

	FIGO SOGC CLINICAL PRACTICE GUIDELINES (10)
Active management of the third stage of labour: Prevention and treatment of postpartum haemorrhage
	2009
	For term newborns, the possible increased risk of neonatal jaundice requiring phototherapy must be weighed against the physiological beneﬁt of greater haemoglobin and iron levels up to 6 months of age conferred by delayed cord clamping.

	Whenever possible, delaying cord clamping by at least 60 seconds is preferred to clamping earlier in premature new-borns (b37 weeks’ gestation)

	Miscellaneous
	
	
	

	Neonatology – consensus guidelines; respiratory distress syndrome in preterm infants.(11)
	2010
	-
	If possible, delay clamping of the umbilical cord for at least 30–45 s with the baby held below the mother to promote placento-fetal transfusion.

	CBO the Netherlands/ transfusion guide(12)
	2011
	Clamping of the cord of preterm and term neonates should occur after a minimum of 30 seconds until a maximum of 2-3 minutes after birth.


ACOG - The American college of obstetricians and gynaecologists, USA

RCOG - royal College of obstetricians and gynaecologists, UK

NVK Nederland – Dutch association for paediatricians NL

NHS - National Health Service UK

NICE- national institute for health and care excellence UK

FIGO - International Federation of Gynaecology and Obstetrics

ILCOR - International Liaison Committee on Resuscitation. 
ERC- European resuscitation council
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