Supplementary Table 1: The inclusion and exclusion criteria for the recruitment of asthma patients and families
Inclusion criteria:

· Patients of six to thirty five years of age with recurrent symptoms of cough with expectoration,

· Clinical improvement with inhaled steroids,

· Reversibility of the bronchial obstruction after administration of 
β2-agonists (an increase in FEV1 greater than 15)

· Absolute eosinophil count > 500/cubic mm,

· Total serum IgE>250IU/ml,

· Positive skin-prick test (SPT) to common allergens (Table 1)in the study area,

· Positive family history of asthma as per questionnaire and verified by clinicians.
Exclusion criteria:
· Patients with smoking history,

· Pregnancy,

· Parasitic infestations,

· Patients with other possible causes of eosinophilia such as drugs, tropical pulmonary eosinophilia (TPE) etc.

All participants were required to sign informed consent form as approved by ethical committee at IGIB and the participating medical colleges/hospitals.
