Supplementary Methods
Alizarin red staining 

Cells and matrix were washed twice with PBS, fixed in ice cold 75% (vol/vol) ethanol for 30 minutes, and air dried. Calcium deposition was determined using qualitative alizarin red-S staining. Briefly, the ethanol-fixed cells and matrix were stained for 1 h with 40 mM alizarin red-S, pH 4.2, and extensively rinsed with water. 
Immunohistochemistry

A segment of each aorta was harvested and immediately fixed in phosphate-buffered paraformaldehyde 4%, with subsequent embedding in paraffin. Sections (7 μm thickness) were cut and mounted on glass slides and cleared of paraffin with xylene, followed by hydration in graded concentrations of ethanol (from 100% to 50%). Each slide-mounted tissue section was incubated 1 hour at room temperature with primary antibody against ED-1 (Biosource International, Camarillo, CA, U.S.A.) for macrophage detection. Antibody was used at a dilution of 1:200 in 0.2% bovine serum albumin Tween Tris-buffered saline containing 0.5% of appropriate normal serum. Digestion with pronase (0.5 mg/mL) was additionally performed before incubation with ED-1 primary antibody.  After washing, primary antibodies were detected with appropriate anti-mouse antibodies conjugated with an alexa fluor. Then, prolong gold antifade reagent with DAPI (Invitrogen) was added on the sections and coverslips were mounted onto the glass slides. Images were obtained with fluorescence microscopy. Spleen from an untreated rat was used as positive control.
Drugs and statistical analysis
All drugs were purchased from Sigma Chemical unless specified otherwise. Values are expressed as mean ± SEM. An ANOVA followed by Bonferonni’s correction was used to compare the groups. Differences were considered significant at p < 0.05.
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