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Supplemental Figure.  Flow diagram of data linking and cohort selection:  Incident hypertensive, 

maintenance dialysis patients with Medicare-Medicaid eligibility 

 
 
Footnotes for Supplemental Figure. 
†  Dually eligibility required through first 90 days to ensure availability of claims data 
(prescription, Part A & Part B claims) 
‡  Dual eligibility required on first day of observation window (day 91):  persons followed until 
death (event), transplant, end of period (12/31/2005), or loss of dual eligibility. 



 
 
 
 

Matched unique individuals 
USRDS, Medicare & Medicaid 

N = 424,371 
Medicaid program exclusions: 

 Multi‐state Medicaid enrollment:  n = 27,845 

 TN, AZ & unknown enrollment: n = 18,071 persons

Remaining records 
N = 378,455 

Demographic exclusions, more than 1 may apply per person 

 Dialysis initiated out of range (01Jan00‐31Dec05), n = 
168,266  

 Age < 18 yrs, n = 63,680 

 Transplanted before 1/1/2000, n = 7,873 

 Veterans Administration coverage, n = 3,027 
Total unique persons excluded:  n =172,589 

Remaining records 
N =205,866 

Eligibility exclusions, more than 1 may apply per person 

 Survived <= 90 days, n =12,452 

 Transplanted <= 90 days, n = 406 

 Started <= 90 days before 12/31/2005, n =7,457 

 Not dually eligible for 90 days†, n= 120,843 

 Not dually eligible on day 91‡, n = 99,143 
Total unique persons excluded:  n = 121,196 

Dually eligible, working cohort 
 

N =84,670 

Additional exclusions:   

 No Rx <= 90 days, n = 18,718 

 Missing multiple CMS 2728 data:  n = 6,564 

 Ohio residents (no days supply field):  n = 2,680 

 Institutionalized (100%): n = 973 

 No hypertension on CMS 2728:  n =10,015 
Total unique persons excluded:  n = 31,748 

Dually eligible, observable cohort 
N = 52,922 


