Patients and Methods
Patients were retrospectively recruited during a follow-up visit at the Skin Surgery Department of the Turin University Hospital. Inclusion criteria were: previous SCC on the skin, age older than 18 years, no metastatic disease at diagnosis. Diagnoses had to have been made maximally 5 years before the inclusion date. Clinical characteristics and medical history data included age, sex, skin type according to Fitzpatrick’s classification, type and amount of sun exposure, any artificial irradiation with UV lamps, site of the lesion, presence of any precancerous lesion (such as actinic keratosis) or predisposing disease, the presence of comorbidities (hypertension, diabetes, auto-immune diseases, infectious diseases, other neoplasms, no haemolymphoproliferative and neurological disease), type and duration of immunosuppression, organ transplantation and ongoing therapies. Primary and secondary treatment data were also recorded. All patients were interviewed by a dermatologist. All patients underwent excisional biopsy with a margin of at least 4 mm from the clinical edges as recommended. Histological characteristics of the lesions analysed were: maximum diameter, grading, site, Breslow thickness, Clark level, deep tissue invasion (neural, bone, muscle), presence of ulceration and positivity of the margins. The distance between the edges of the lesion and the excision margins was evaluated as the increased size in millimetres. An at-risk site was defined according to the AJCC such as the lips or ears [5].

Pearson’s χ2 test and Student’s t test were performed to compare categorical and continuous variables, respectively. The Kruskal-Wallis test was used to analyse the differences between medians in non-parametric analyses. Logistic regressions were carried out to look at the risk of margins involved at the final histological assessment on the base of the different clinicopathological features. All statistical tests were two sided, and p values ≤0.05 were considered significant. The analyses were performed in STATA 12 (StataCorp LP, College Station, Tex., USA).
