
Cambodia

1997

Establishment of the Chea Sim Hemodialysis

center in Cambodia
   - Started with 4 machines serving about
     10 patients2007

Establishment of 
   - Preah Ketmealea Hospital Dialysis
     Center (Phnom Penh)
   - Health Science Institute Hospital Dialysis
      Center (Phnom Penh)
   - La Santé Dialysis Center (Phnom Penh)

2010

2010

Establishment of Cambodia-Japan

Sok International University Hospital
(Phnom Penh)
   - Supported by NGO Ubiquitous Blood

Country Status

1-year pilot project, supported by the
International Society of Nephrology (ISN)
   - Total of 3 patients with AKI
   - Project was successful, with no
     complications

Battambang

Phnom Penh

Siem Reap

The dialysis centers and private clinics are located
in three areas, serving roughly
500 patients. 

Patients in the provinces face many
obstacles because they need to pay
for treatment themselves.

Time and money is needed for
transportation, accommodation, and
treatments.

This creates tension for patients
and families because there are no
subsidies or funds available to help. 

Source: Sovann, unpublished data

2013

Establishment of Siem Reap Referral
Hospital Dialysis Center (Siem Reap
Province)
   - Supported by Takatsuki Rotary Club of
     Japan and NGO UBPI 

Establishment of 
   - Japan Life Clinic Dialysis Center (Phnom
     Penh). The center is now operated by a
     local doctor who studied dialysis in
     Japan. 
   - Preah Kossamak Hospital Dialysis Center
     (Phnom Penh)
   - Yi Kourk Clinic Dialysis Center
     (Battambang Province)

2016

2016

Establishment of The Cambodian
Association of Nephrology, supported by
NGO UBPI
   - Members: 7 nephrologists, 7 dialysis
     doctors 

2017

Chea Sim Hemodialysis Center, the first center
established in Cambodia, currently
serves the greatest number of
kidney patients in the country. (~20 machines)

(~200 patients per month)
Source: Sovann, unpublished data
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Challenges going forward for Cambodia (2017)

There are fewer than 10 nephrologists for a population of over 15 million.

Time and money needed for transportation, accommodation, and treatment 
is especially high for patients in the provinces.

Dialysis sessions and checkup appointments are often missed.

Dialysis centers are available only in Phnom Penh, Battambang, and Siem 
Reap.

12%

15%

No fund exists to help patients pay for HD treatment.

The average monthly wage for Cambodians is around 150 USD.

The fee for one dialysis session is around 50 USD.

150 USD
per month 50 USD

Source: Naganuma T, Takemoto Y. Prospects for Vascular Access
Education in Developing Countries: Current Situation in Cambodia.
Contrib Nephrol. 2017;189:110-113

Fig. 1. Sovann, Blood Purif 2017;44(suppl 1):22–25.

”Current Status and Challenges of Dialysis in Asian Countries“
Guest Editors: Hideki Kawanishi, Hiroshima; Toru Hyodo, Kanagawa

Vol. 44, Suppl. 1, 2017

www.karger.com/bpu

International Journal for nephrologists, cardiologists 
and critical care physicians


