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[bookmark: _GoBack]Figure S1. NO production measured by Griess method on cardiac and endothelial cells is shown. Data are expressed as means ± SD compared to control (line 1) of 5 independent experiments. * p<0.05 vs control. The bars indicate significant (p<0.05) between QLD and specific inhibitor plus QLD. The abbreviations are the same as reported in main text. wt= 100nM wortmannin; UO= 10µM UO126; LNAME= 10mM Nω-nitro-L-arginine methyl ester * p<0.05 vs control; bars indicate p<0.05 between QLD and the individual administration.
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Figure S2. Western blot and densitometric analysis of Akt, ERK1/2 and eNOS in aortic samples. In upper panel an example of Western blot and in lower panel the densitometric analysis of phosphorylation relative to specific proteins are reported. Data are means ±SD (%) of 5 experiments compared to control (0%). The abbreviations are the same as reported in main text. * p<0.05 vs control; bars indicate p<0.05 between QLD and the individual administration.
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