	Table 1 – Supplementary material. Frequency distribution of 205 mesothelioma patients undergoing surgery between specialized centres categories (Specialized/Non-specialized) in which the surgery was done and specialized centres categories (Specialized/Non-specialized) in which mesothelioma was diagnosed.

	Freq
%
% Row
% Col

	Surgery hospital

	Tot

	
	Non-specialized
	Specializeda
	

	First diagnosis hospital
	Non-specialized
	76
37.07
73.08
97.44
	28
13.66
26.92
22.05
	104
50.73

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Specializeda
	2
0.98
1.98
2.56

	99
48.29
98.02
77.95

	101
49.27


	Tot
	78
38.05
	
127
61.95

	205

	aWe defined hospitals as “specialized” centers if they treated at least fifty pleural mesothelioma patients in 2006-2011 or are recognized as IRCSS.




	Table 2 - Supplementary material. Frequency distribution of 68 mesothelioma patients that have been at least once in “OspedaliRiuniti Di Bergamo” hospital. Patients were classified as Mesothelioma/No mesothelioma depending by histologic exam of “OspedaliRiuniti Di Bergamo” hospital and by these record-linkage study results.

	Freq
%
% Row
% Col
	No 
Mesothelioma
(BG) a
	Mesotelioma
(BG) a
	Tot

	
	
	Without previous history of cancer

	Previous history of cancer

	

	Excluded from the record-linkage studyb
	10
14.7
33.3
83.3

	-
	20
29.4
66.7
35.7

	30
44.1


	Included in the record-linkage studyb
	2
2.9
5.3
16.7

	36
52.9
94.7
64.3

	-
	38
55.9


	Tot
	12
17.7

	56
82.4

	68


	aMesothelioma classification by histologic exams of “OspedaliRiuniti Di Bergamo” hospital.
bMesothelioma classification by this record-linkage study.
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