Appendix A: Reliability Analysis of the Subjective Questionnaire
	As a first step in the development of the questionnaire used in this study, structured interviews using open questions were performed with a number of early-deafened CI users, to identify the domains on which these CI users experienced changes after their implantation. These findings were used to formulate questions covering aspects of hearing and communication, social and psychological functioning. Questions were intuitively divided into 5 subscales: primary sound processing, sense of safety, ease of communication, social aspects of hearing, and self-confidence. The original questionnaire contained 55 questions, with a 5-point Likert response scale for each question. For computation of the scores on the questions, the answer categories were transformed, with never/not at all = 0, occasionally/somewhat = 25, regularly/more or less = 50, usually/for the most part = 75 and always/completely = 100. For 20 questions which were phrased in opposite form (questions No. 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16, 18, 25, 27, 29, 31, 36, 37, 40, 43, 44, 45, 47), the transformation was reversed.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The results of the 20 subjects who completed the questionnaire 1 year postoperatively were used to perform a reliability analysis. First, 3 questions which had more than 15% missing values (left blank or “not applicable”), were considered not to be relevant for this patient population and were left out in further analysis. Subjects who had missing values for more than 25% of the questions in a certain subscale were equally excluded from the reliability analysis of that particular subscale. Remaining missing values were imputed 40 times for each subscale, using multiple imputation, presupposing the missing mechanism is “missing at random,” which means that the probability of an observation being missing does not depend on unobserved measurements. Cronbach’s alpha was calculated for each of the 40 imputed data sets. Questions that, if left out, increased the average Cronbach’s alpha over the 40 data sets by at least 0.02 were excluded from that subscale of the questionnaire. This resulted in a final questionnaire containing 50 questions in 5 subscales: primary sound processing (8 questions), sense of safety (5 questions), ease of communication (12 questions), social aspects of hearing (12 questions), and self-confidence (14 questions). Values of Cronbach’s alpha were 0.83, 0.57, 0.77, 0.92 and 0.86, respectively. The final questionnaire can be found in Appendix B.

