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Management of hospitalized patients with 
acute heart failure

ACEI=angiotensin-converting-enzyme inhibitor; ARB=angiotensin receptor blocker; ARNI=angiotensin receptor neprilysin inhibitor; i.v.=intravenous; MRA=mineralocorticoid receptor antagonist; O2 sat=oxygen saturation; SBP=systolic blood pressure; SpO2=blood oxygen saturation

aFluid challenge for patients who are hypoperfused and hypovolemic with low urine output and elevated creatinine levels

bInotropic agents for patients who are hypoperfused with low urine output after receiving fluid challenge

i.v. diuretics
i.v. nitrates

Start low dose ACEI or ARB or ARNI
Start low dose beta-blocker when 

patient is dry
Start low dose MRA

Presence of congestion (‘Wet’ patient)

Hypertensive (SBP >140 mmHg)

i.v. diuretics

Start low dose ACEI or ARB or ARNI
Start low dose beta-blocker when 

patient is dry
Start low dose MRA

Normotensive (SBP 100‒139 mmHg)

bInotropic agents (monitor cardiac output, urine output and renal function)

Start low dose ACEI when patient is off inotropic agent

Start low dose beta-blocker when patient is off inotropic agent

Absence of congestion (‘Dry’ patient)

aFluid challenge (monitor urine output, renal function and O2 sat)

PATIENT WITH ACUTE HEART FAILURE

Oxygen therapy if SpO2 <90%Oxygen therapy if SpO2 <90%


