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Detailed Multi-slice CT protocol for measurement of Agatston score 
In brief, patients were scanned in the supine position in the craniocaudal direction, using a 64-slice CT scanner (Somatom Sensation 64; Siemens Medical Solutions, Forchheim, Germany), in which images were obtained with a 3 mm single slice thickness. The aorta was examined distal to the renal artery to the bifurcation. VC was defined as the volume of 2 adjacent pixels with a CT density > 130 Hounsfield units within the distribution of the abdominal aorta. All of the acquired multi-slice computed tomography sections were then reviewed by an experienced investigator who was blinded to the clinical data. The intraobserver correlation was 0.99 [1]. The quantitative AoC was calculated according to the method described by Agatston et al[2].
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