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Supplementary Fig. 1. Flow chart for patient selection  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Abbreviation: CLE, cutaneous lupus erythematosus; DMARDs, disease-modifying antirheumatic 

drugs 

                      

2,277 Patients with a primary diagnosis of CLE for the first time between 

1997 and 2013 

1,907 Excluding patients who have been diagnosed of any 

autoimmune diseases or used DMARDs before index 

date   

Compared to age and gender-matched subjects without CLE 

20,421 Patients of group 

2,269 Patients of CLE  

18,152 Patients without CLE    

18,514 Patients of group 

1,381 Patients of CLE  

17,133 Patients without CLE   

1:4 matching by age, gender, and propensity score 

6,500 Patients of group 

1,300 Patients of CLE  

5,200 Patients without CLE   

6,146 Patients of group 

971  Patients of CLE  

5,175 Patients without CLE   

354 Excluding patients with newly diagnosed 

autoimmune diseases within 1 year after the index 

date 


