Supplementary Table 1. The quality of evidence for each outcome. 
	Outcomes
	Relative effect
(95% CI)
	No of Participants
(studies)
	Quality of the evidence
(GRADE)

	mRS score 0-2 at 90 days
	OR 1.1 
(0.9 to 1.34)
	2095
(7 studies)
	⊕⊕⊕⊕
high

	mRS score 0–1 at 90 days
	OR 0.75 
(0.46 to 1.23)
	971
(4 studies)
	⊕⊕⊕⊝
moderate

	Recanalization during intervention (TICI score 2B/3)
	OR 1.21 
(0.9 to 1.62)
	1360
(5 studies)
	⊕⊕⊕⊕
high

	Symptomatic intracranial haemorrhage
	OR 1.23 
(0.77 to 1.97)
	1695
(5 studies)
	⊕⊕⊕⊕
high

	Parenchymal haemotoma type 2
	OR 1.01 
(0.34 to 3.04)
	603
(2 studies)
	⊕⊕⊝⊝
low

	Mortality at 90 days
	OR 0.92 
(0.68 to 1.23)
	1697
(5 studies)
	⊕⊕⊕⊕
high

	*The basis for the assumed risk (e.g. the median control group risk across studies) is provided in footnotes. The corresponding risk (and its 95% confidence interval) is based on the assumed risk in the comparison group and the relative effect of the intervention (and its 95% CI). CI: Confidence interval; OR: Odds ratio.

	GRADE Working Group grades of evidence
	
	
	

	High quality: Further research is very unlikely to change our confidence in the estimate of effect. 
Moderate quality: Further research is likely to have an important impact on our confidence in the estimate of effect and may change the estimate.
Low quality: Further research is very likely to have an important impact on our confidence in the estimate of effect and is likely to change the estimate.
Very low quality: We are very uncertain about the estimate.


CI: Confidence interval; OR: Odds ratio; mRS: modified Rankin Scale; TICI: thrombolysis in cerebral infarction.

Supplementary Figure 1. Scores on the modified Rankin Scale at 90 days
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Distribution of scores at 90 days in the intervention and control groups in the overall trial population.
Supplementary Figure 2. Trial sequential analysis for mRS 0-2 at 90 days
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Supplementary Figure 3. Forest plot showing adjusted treatment effect for mRS at 90 days in prespecified subgroup with p values for heterogeneity across subgroups
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Study or Subgroup Events Total Events Total Weight M-H, Random, 95% Ci M-H. Random, 95% CI
1 Asia

Suzuki 2021 60 101 59 103 12.4% 1.09[0.63, 1.90] -

Yang 2020 119 326 121 328 34.9% 0.98 [0.72, 1.35] T

Zi 2021 63 116 55 118 14.4% 1.36 [0.81, 2.28] | -
Subtotal (95% CI) 543 549 61.7% 1.08 [0.85, 1.38]

Total events 242 235

Heterogeneity: Tau? = 0.00; Chiz=1.11,df =2 (P = 0.57); I?= 0%
Test for overall effect: Z = 0.61 (P = 0.54)

2 Other regions

Coutinho 2017 61 128 90 156 17.0% 0.67 [0.42, 1.07] -

Goyal 2015 26 45 62 119 8.1% 1.26 [0.63, 2.51] .
Jovin 2015 14 33 31 70 5.6% 0.93 [0.40, 2.14] "
Mulder 2016 10 55 117 445 7.6% 0.62 [0.30, 1.28] -

Subtotal (95% CI) 261 790 38.3% 0.79 [0.57, 1.08] ”
Total events 111 300

Heterogeneity: Tau? = 0.00; Chi? = 2.79, df =3 (P = 0.43); = 0%
Test for overall effect: Z =1.47 (P = 0.14)

Total (95% CI) 804 1339 100.0% 0.96 [0.79, 1.17] ‘
Total events 353 535

Heterogeneity: Tau? = 0.00; Chi? = 6.28, df =6 (P = 0.39); I? = 5%
Test for overall effect: Z = 0.40 (P = 0.69)
Test for subgroup differences: Chi? =2.38,df =1 (P =0.12), I12=58.0%
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